
LiLi Roquelin is an Astorian who is releasing her fourth
album, Be Inspired, due out on December 6. 

Rise Above, the biggest arrangement on the album, has
an important message of unity, understanding, and com-
passion, with a powerful gospel choir. Her piano cover of
Come As You Are by Nirvana is ethereal and atmospheric,
and her angelic, distinctive voice gives it a haunting and
mysterious character.

Her new song, Don’t You Know It’s Christmas, is on
the official entry list for consideration at the 61st Grammy
Awards. Four of her songs were on “Dance Moms” (Life-
Time TV); one of them was chosen for a Solo Number by
dancer/actress Maddie Ziegler, who has performed in sev-
eral videos by singer Sia.

Locally, this star on the
rise shot her video for The
Only One in Astoria Park,
and the new album was
made at a recording studio
in Long Island City. She
studies the ukulele at Asto-
ria’s Uke Hut, and holds re-
hearsals at Astoria
Soundworks.

LiLi will be playing at
the landmark nightclub, The
Bitter End in the Village on
Thursday, December 6, at
7:30 pm. She will perform
the new songs from the
album, as well as Don’t You
Know It’s Christmas.

QG: What inspired your
holiday song, Don’t You
Know It’s Christmas?

LR: I wanted to write a
holiday song that’s for
everybody, not focused on
religious lyrics and without
the bells or what we hear so
much in the production of
Christmas songs. I com-
posed it and released it just
a year ago. I wrote it on the
ukulele and it came out as a
fresh upbeat acoustic little
tune. It’s a cute story to re-
mind people that life is not
just about working but en-
joying that special time of
the year. The bright tone is a

“I will go to the United States and have a
music career there,” LiLi told her friends as
she was just 14. Growing up on La Côte
d’Azur with a multi-instrumentalist father,
she learned music as it was all around her.
She started pursuing music in middle school,
writing lyrics, recording vocals, program-

ming, and performing live with numerous
bands. Once in the US, she released A Taste
of Departure as the lead singer/writer of her
first American pop-rock band, Phizzy Lager.
She soon went on to record an alt-rock
album, Neverending Sundown with the
band, Hate Dies Hard. See page 36 

Q
u
ee

n
s 

G
az

et
te

 N
o
v
em

b
er

 2
1
, 
2
0
1
8
 P

ag
e

2
8

22-78 35th Street • Astoria, NY  • 718.728.0266
30-12 34th Street • Astoria, NY  •  718.728.6166

FOOD AND DELICACIES FROM ALL NATIONS!

• Imported fine European cheeses and olives.
• Olive Bar, filled with a diverse collection of olives.
• “Try before you buy” sample a wide variety of unique

types of olive oil.
• Café serving Greek pastries and coffees. 
• Parking in front.

Happy 
Thanksgiving

From Our Family 
To Yours
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43-18 Ditmars Boulevard, Astoria

• Enjoy Our Delicious Menu Including New
Daily Specials Available for Lunch or Dinner!

• Plenty of FREE Parking
• Order online with portobellopizzeria.com

• FREE Delivery Available

In your home or office or our private party
room. No party too big or too small.

Perfect for holiday parties, confirmations,
graduations, rehearsal dinners, birthdays

and business meetings!!

Catering Is Our Specialty:

Book Your
Holiday Party NOW!!!

www.portobellopizzeria.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!

[tÑÑç g{tÇ~áz|ä|Çz44

OUR HOLIDAY SCHEDULE:
• Open Christmas Eve
• Open New Year’s Eve
• Closed Christmas Day

Closed Thanksgiving Day

Located At All New LaGuardia Shopping Center 718-204-8766

great transition from my previous music
into my new album. 

QG: What’s the most challenging thing
about being a musician?

LR: I feel as musicians we have to do a
lot of soliciting, we get a lot of rejection, a
bit like actors. It can get tiring. But I be-
lieve in infinite possibilities and I think
that’s what has helped me keep going and
finding the right opportunities for my
music.

QG: How long have you lived in
Queens?

LR: Just as long as I have lived in New
York City! Eleven years, in Astoria.

QG: Any favorite hangouts in Queens?
LR: I got one of my ukuleles at the Uke

Hut and they helped a lot in getting me all
set up, sharing their expertise and servicing
my instrument, plus they have fun shows
there. 

My favorite places to grab some great
food or a drink are Bonjour Crêpes and
Wine, Omonia, The Strand, and Bare-
burger! 

QG: You seem to take a lot of responsi-
bility for all the phases of your music pro-
duction. That’s less common in women
artists. Why do you think that is?

LR: I directed and managed the entire
album: I wrote, composed, arranged the
songs, recorded the vocals, piano and
synths, directed the musicians, the mixing
and mastering engineers from start to fin-

ish. I knew exactly what I wanted and I se-
lected a team of a dozen top-notch people
myself. I have come across that idea many
times over the years that to make a good
album or get some credibility a woman has
to hide herself behind the name of a well-
known male producer. I’ve met quite a few
and to me it has always come down to “why
would I work so hard in trying to make
them understand my music and my vision
when often they don’t see it as clearly as I
do?” So I would end up just doing it myself,
because I am capable of it.

Less than 10% of record producers are
women and that can be intimidating for
girls. I want to say to all the women song-
writers in the world: “If you have a vision
you can do it too. Yes it takes hard work and
learning a lot of different skills. Do not be-
lieve anyone that tells you that you cannot
do it. Be firm and a great communicator
when directing your team and making re-
quests. When you work with the right peo-
ple you’ll get the respect that you deserve.”

QG: Who do you love to listen to? Who
were your early influences? 

LR: When I was a kid I listened to a lot
of older music like The Beatles, ABBA, or
some soul music like Stevie Wonder, and
also French music like Mylène Farmer,
Francis Cabrel - a very broad music culture
due to my father being a guitarist and my
uncle being a vinyl records collector. Grow-
ing up in France, I was exposed to a lot of
UK music like Noel Gallagher, Blur, and
The Cranberries. I think my present inspi-
rations are Ingrid Michaelson, Sarah
Bareilles, and the contemporary pianist, Lu-
dovico Einaudi.

QG: What kind of concerts do you pre-
fer to give?

LR: Since I’ve lived here I have per-
formed in almost every place that’s
playable in New York City and Queens, but
I must say the most fun ones to me are the
private parties or living-room concerts. I
like the intimate feel and to see people’s
faces and the effect of my music or lyrical
messages on them. My most memorable
ones so far are the performance I did of God
Bless America at Terrace on the Park in
Flushing Meadows, and when I performed
as the opening act for Bruce Sudano, the
legendary musician and producer for Donna
Summer (his late wife) and Michael Jack-
son. I am looking forward to meeting new
people during the live performances of this
new album!

—Annette Hanze Alberts
This column was originated in July,

2013 by Nicollette Barsamian.

From page 28

The Gazette
Celebrating 36 Years Of
Dedicated News Coverage


	Page_028
	Page_036

